Exercise D: “Mini” Technical Description












Directions.  Using the guidelines discussed in Chapter 12, craft a technical description for a manual, hand-held hammer. 

· Do not provide a “generic” hammer technical description.  Focus on one specific hammer make/model—for example, the one you have at home—or invent a specific model of hammer (feel free to have fun with this). 

· Pay particular attention to the Technical Description Checklist on p. 247

· A good model to follow is the stethoscope description on p. 234. See also the examples at http://www.io.com/~hcexres/textbook/desc.html.

· When grading, I will focus more on the technical description’s writing, overall layout, and organization, rather than the use of graphics; however, you must include at least one graphic and use some callouts (see “shapes” under the “Insert” tab in Word).  You will need to include some measurements, but you don’t need to overwhelm the description with measurements.

· You must provide original information in your own words. You can use a graphic from a website, but you must acknowledge your source. Note: there are lots of hammer images in Microsoft Clip Art.

· Length of assignment: about one page. 

· Calculate Flesch-Kincaid grade level and passive sentence percentage.


